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Helping SHUMAS (Strategic Humanitarian Services—Cameroon)  
…  to replace dilapidated rural village schools like those above, with 
clean,  hygienic, weatherproof buildings like this one below.  These 

new schools have a life expectancy of 50 years and are provided with a 
new toilet block, clean drinking water and school benches. 

GS Mambain IPS Vekovi 

Every penny donated to  Building Schools for Africa goes directly towards the 
construction of a new school.  We make no deductions for  

administration and pay all our own expenses. 

GS Roh Meluf 



What we have achieved so far 

Since April 2007, Building Schools for Africa has funded the construction of over 100  
classrooms at 25 schools in Cameroon.  Each school has also had a new toilet block 
and many have had a clean water supply provided.  We have also constructed a new 
headteacher’s office at 8 of these schools. 
 

2007 
G.S. Ntseimbang  
 
2008 
G.S. Menjung  
G.S. Roh Meluf 
G.S. Achaillam 
G.S. Quebessi             
IPS Bamali 
 
2009 
G.S. Boju-Njap 
C.S. Ndzevru 
G.S. Mbande 
G.S. Njinikejem 
G.B.S.S Kimbo 
G.S. Fungeh 
 
2010  
G.S.Ngali 
G.S. Mambain 
G.S. Bamessing 
GTC Mbah 
I.P.S Vekovi 
G.S. Nseh Makop 
G.S. Nkartsen 
C.S. Dzeng 
I.P.S  Dzeng 
C.B.C Bamdzeng 
I.P.S Bamdzeng 
 
 
 
Projects already funded  
for 2011 

 

G.S. Buh 
C.S.S. St. Joseph Lassin 
Medical Centre for Dzeng and Bamdzeng 
Water Supply for the village of Dzeng 

Peter Harding arrives at the village of 

Ndzevru for the opening of the school 

funded by his church in Sleaford, Lincs. 

A total of eight classrooms were  

eventually constructed here, and the 

school has been made into an exami-

nation centre for the region.   
 
.   

The village 

turns out for 

the opening 

of the school 

at Mbande 

funded by 

Kim and 

John 

Buckland 

Martin Lynch 

from Clymac 

cuts the  

ribbon at the 

opening of GS 

Boju-Njap one 

of the schools 

funded by his 

firm 



Fundraising 
We have benefited from the most fantastic year of fundraising by both regular and 
new supporters, and we would like to thank everyone who has organised enjoyable 
events which have had the added bonus of raising funds for BSFA.  Please see our 
website (www.schoolsforafrica.co.uk) for information about all these events,  
however we couldn’t let this Newsletter go to print without mention of two very  
special fundraising occasions held at the end of 2009. 
 

A Wild Affair 
Nicky Colwyn organised a splendid charity lunch 
with jazz which took place on a sunny Sunday 
in September.  Very generous friends donated 
spectacular raffle prizes and ‘promises’ for the 
auction.  It was a glorious event and raised 
more than £45,000 for BSFA!!  We have already 
been able to fund the construction of two  
primary schools and a well at a third school 
from these funds—and there is still a little left 
to be allocated 
 
Boxing for Africa 
Justin Addleton, Rob Hough and some of their friends decided that they would like to 

become boxers for a night and raise money to  
rebuild the primary school at Bamessing (NW 
Cameroon) at the same time.  It took over a year 
to set up the event which was held in the City of 
London in October. Sixteen young men who spend 
their days working as solicitors, film editors,  
interior designers etc. dedicated their free time 
over a six month period, training at the  
FightSchool gym in East London in order to  

survive three two-minute rounds in the ring.  What a night it was !!  Eight bouts of 
incredibly exciting boxing, interspersed with dinner, cabarets, raffles, sweepstakes  
….  and the result was a clear profit of over £33,000 for BSFA.  Not only has the 
school at Bamessing been reconstructed, but also another desperately dilapidated 
school at Mambain. Both of these schools will also benefit from clean water and  
toilets. 
 
All of the above schools will be opened this September and the children of these  
villages educated in clean, hygienic, rain-proof buildings for the first time in their 
lives. 
 

Two short films about Boxing for Africa, made by Justin, are on YouTube. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zrn9j8lGZFI  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcNvlcS3Wj4     
 

A pupil at Nseh Makop who will soon have a new 

school and clean drinking water, thanks to Nicky 

Colwyn and her team 



More Fundraising !! 
 

This is Harry Ford.  He is about to attempt to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro in September, and 
he is hoping to raise £1,500 for BSFA at the same time. 

Harry found us through our website and has set 
up his appeal on our JustGiving page.  He has 
very nearly reached his target, but if you would 
like to help him to help us, you can find him 
through the link to JustGiving on the Home Page 
of our website  www.schoolsforafrica.co.uk. 
 
JustGiving is a secure way of donating on-line to 
BSFA: if you are thinking of undertaking a fund-
raising event for us, it is really easy to set up 
your own page. 

 
Trustees and supporters of Building Schools for Africa  

visit Cameroon 
 

Between November 2009 and January 2010 Marianne and Ian visited SHUMAS with the intention of 
assessing the impact of BSFA projects. There was also much work to be done opening  
recently completed projects and the pair were joined by fellow trustee Nicky and supporter Peter 
Harding for the handover a particularly large rural school which had been funded by Peter’s church in 
Sleaford, Linconshire. As always, we met all our own expenses, including air fare, ever keen to keep 
our promise that every penny raised by our supporters goes towards the work of building schools.  
 
Another BSFA supporter, Martin Lynch was also in Cameroon at that time, engaged in the  
construction of a school with a group of volunteers working with AidCamps International, a UK-based 
charity with which we have close links. Marianne is also a trustee of AidCamps and was leading this 
particular project. With a bit of persuasion, Martin put down his shovel for the day and was the guest 
of honour at the opening of the Government Primary School at Njap, which had been built with 
money donated by the fire alert systems manufacturers, Clymac, of which Martin is a director. 
 
As we travelled around, visiting more and more schools, the enormity of the challenges faced by our 
Cameroon partners SHUMAS were impressed upon us. As well as constructing schools, SHUMAS are 
engaged in all aspects of sustainable rural development and indeed they had much to teach us. 
Development is about empowerment, not about handouts. People must be given the tools to help 
themselves and to shape their own destiny, and in this, SHUMAS truly excels. Led by director 
Njodzeka Stephen Ndzerem  and his wife Billian, SHUMAS now has over 30 people working for them 
at their HQ in Bamenda. Many of them work voluntarily or for a nominal wage but we were made 
aware of the fact that, in order to train and keep good staff, money has to be found to pay a living 
wage and in this, one of our supporters came to the rescue with a hugely generous personal  
donation which will help not only to retain staff but to expand the child scholarship scheme, a project 
which is particularly close to his heart. Now, many more capable children will be able to break out of 
grinding poverty and complete the otherwise impossible dream of gaining an education. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                        ……./ continued 



Our travels also took us along almost impassable tracks in the NW Region to visit the SHUMAS  
biofarm in the highlands overlooking Kumbo. This is indeed a beautiful region with a cool climate 
and plentiful water making the landscape rich and verdant. The biofarm project is funded by the 
Spanish NGO Manos Unitas and on their hillside campus and farm, groups of young people are 
taught the principles of sustainable organic farming. The centre also serves as a focus for the  
development of low energy initiatives such as wind energy and biogas production. 
 
Whilst in Kumbo we took part in the opening ceremony of the first secondary school to be funded by 
BSFA. Here we learned of the enormously high esteem in which SHUMAS is held by the people of 
NW Cameroon. Local politicians were fulsome in their praise of the many initiatives started by  
SHUMAS, which were helping to raise the living standards of so many people. In many areas, this 
has encouraged local councils to follow SHUMAS’ lead and, in several instances, money was being 
invested in the construction of additional classrooms at schools built by SHUMAS with our support. 
 
Invaluable practical support is also given by the Bishop of Kumbo who holds SHUMAS in high regard 
and enables safe storage of our building materials in a huge locked container on church land.  
Meeting with such dignitaries made us very aware of the need to help SHUMAS extend their  
influence, and we spent several days in the capital city 
of Yaounde, meeting with, and lobbying, government 
ministers.  Those we met were very pleased to be made 
aware of this very efficient and effective organisation 
and of the support it receives from foreign  
organisations like BSFA. 
 

Impact Assessment 
 
The SHUMAS / BSFA school building programme is now 
extending way beyond the NW Region and projects are 
now up and running in most areas of the country. This 
meant a lot of travelling for us and in total we visited 44 
schools.  Where appropriate, we conducted impact  
assessments of newly built schools funded by BSFA. This helped us to build a picture of the factors 
that facilitated the successful completion of a project, taking into account not only the effect on  
children themselves, but also the wider social factors such as the health and morale of isolated  
communities. It soon became clear that one of the most important factors was to ensure community 
commitment to the project so that, right from the outset, the community had a sense of ownership 
of the school. The best indicator of this is the willingness and ability of the people to collect all the 
necessary local materials for the building and this includes the making over 6000 mud blocks, 
dredging for sand and the collection of stone and wood—no small undertaking! 
 
We also started to understand more about the factors that help to sustain a project like a new 
school during the early years after completion.  It became quite clear that, in all these  
Communities, it is the women who provide the necessary energy, commitment and initiative to 
achieve success.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                   ……/continued 

Martin, Stephen and Marianne with the  

Bishop of Kumbo 



It was also clear that continuing support by SHUMAS staff was necessary and that an enhanced  
programme of monitoring and evaluation would help new projects to flourish, particularly in areas 
where local politics or lack of community cohesion were in danger of holding things back. This was 
brought into sharp relief when we visited a school which was in a land dispute with a neighbour who 
claimed that the school toilet was on his land and took the law into his own hands by taking a 
sledgehammer to the building. The situation was quickly resolved by SHUMAS staff but could have 
been forestalled by a timely monitoring visit. However, we were also aware of the relatively huge 
costs of such visits to remote areas with poor or non-existent roads where a simple visit may take 
two or more days. In the absence of a reliable SHUMAS vehicle, staff must use any transport that is 
available and this often means riding on the back of a motorcycle taxi—dangerous and very  
expensive. Repeated attempts by BSFA to obtain funding to replace SHUMAS only vehicle—a very old 
Toyota Hi-lux—have not been successful and this has galvanised our determination to find a  
solution. 
 
Finally, it became obvious that in addition to basic  
education, life-skills training is a vital part of school 
life. In most schools this can be achieved by  
establishing a school farm, the provision of tools or a 
sewing machine. Such simple adjuncts can also  
generate extra income for the school and go towards 
employing more teachers. 
 
With these factors in mind we have now greatly  
modified our approach to funding school building  
projects. Rather than a simple capital project we now 
aim to provide an integrated package of development 
with the aim of helping to promote sustainable  
independence and self reliance. 
 
First and foremost we leave priority setting and choice 
of projects entirely to SHUMAS, based on their  
knowledge of local need and commitment. In all cases, several communities are bidding for the same 
pot of money and final allocation is made by SHUMAS who keep in close contact with them all as part 
of the initial needs assessment and feasibility study process. For every school that we are able to 
fund there are at least 10 others seeking help. 
 
Next we are working closely with women’s groups at each village and are pump-priming micro-credit 
schemes that act as an incentive for their continuing input into the school. Such schemes cost a very 
small amount but help bring about huge changes.  They help the women to set up small businesses 
and, by getting them involved in the running of the school, they can support it with practical help 
and advice, help to keep the building clean and in good repair, promote basic hygiene and help  
establish and run life skills training. 
 
Finally we are building into the budget for each school, not only extra funding for support visits but 
also a small contingency fund which will help SHUMAS cope with such things as the frequent  
fluctuations in the cost of building materials and currency exchange rates. We have agreed with 
SHUMAS that if this sum is not needed for a particular project then the money can go towards the 
cost of replacing their vehicle. This is the only way that they will be able to continue their work and 
we believe it is money very well spent. We hope you agree. 
 
After almost 3 months in tropical heat we arrived home to the worst winter in living memory— but 
that’s another story! 

The villagers at Lassin dredge the river for sand as 

part of their contribution of local materials for the 

 reconstruction of their village school 



A royal patron for  
Building Schools for Africa 

 

We are delighted that His Royal Highness 
the Fon of Nso has agreed to become our 
Patron.  He is one of the most influential of 
the Paramount Fons 
(Chiefs) in the whole of  
Cameroon and his  
backing of the projects 
which we undertake with 
SHUMAS holds great sway 
with local communities 
and Councils as well as 
with the national  
Government. 
 
At the opening of the Government  
Bi-lingual Secondary School at Kumbo last 
December (pictured below), the Fon  
expressed his gratitude to SHUMAS and 
BSFA for helping to provide many schools 
in his Fondom.  GBSS Kimbo is the first 
secondary school funded by BSFA and has 
provided places in for over 300 children in 
the local area, who would otherwise never 
have an opportunity to study  beyond  
primary school level. 

BSFA was able to fund six large  
classrooms, a head teacher’s office, two 
toilet blocks and a clean water supply at 
this school. The school role is expected to 
increase to 500+ this coming year. 

What we still have on our to-do list  

The following schools are amongst those 
which we visited in 2009.  They have not 
yet gathered all their local materials, but 
will need funding as soon as they have. 
 
G.S. Ber 
C.S. Wainamah 
P.S. Limbo 
P.S. Tinechung 
G.S. Nighonitekok 
CBC Mesaw 
G.S. Azana 
G.S. Azaneh 
P.S. Bafoukam 
G.S. Kouroum 2 
G.B.S Kouroum 2 
C.S. Ngodzem 
G.S. Nseh Group 2 
G.T.C. Jikijem 
G.S. Sop 
C.S. Idenau 
G.S.S. Ntale 
G.S. Ntenbang 
 
 

Application to Guinness 
Whilst in Cameroon in January, we made 
application to the Guinness Corporation 
for funding through their Water for Life  
programme.  If successful, this would  
provide a clean water supply to 13 schools 
and their associated communities.  We are 
still waiting to hear if we have been  
included in projects to be undertaken in 
2011.  Fingers crossed! 

You can keep up to date with 
all our news during the coming 
year by visiting our website. 
 
Www.schoolsforafrica.co.uk  
 
If you would like to help us to 
raise money for more schools 
please contact us 
 
admin.bsfa@googlemail.com 

GBSS Kimbo 



THANKS !! 
 

We would like to thank everyone who has helped us to fund all these wonderful new 
schools over the past three years.  We hope that you feel that your money has gone to 
a good cause and has been well spent. 
 
Special thanks to our Corporate and other large donors for being so supportive …. 
 
Clymac UK 
Blue Sky Foundation  
Carisbrooke Shipping 
Liz Earle Beauty Company 
Kim and John Buckland 
Patrick Hungerford 
Riverside Church, Lincs. 
Percol Coffee  
and a London-based organisation which prefers to remain anonymous 
 
.…. to the schools in the UK and USA whose children and staff have been so generous 
in their fundraising for us 
 
Lambeth Academy, London 
Sheffield Springs Academy 
Dixie Heights High School, Kentucky 
Amherst Regional High School, Massachusetts 
Albany Science College, Chorley, Lancs. 
Haylands Primary School, Isle of Wight 
Ryde High School, Isle of Wight 
Rainford High School, St. Helens 
Norwood Infants School, Herts. 
Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh 
Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School, Canterbury 
Preston Hedges Primary School, Northants. 
 
… and to everyone who gives regularly to BSFA, especially those who have taken out a 
standing order on our behalf: regular donors are our lifeblood. 
 
Rod Usher, Jill Rouse, David and Hermine Till, Chris Turner, Peter and Jane Brand, 
Chris Wakeley 
  
 


