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Every penny donated to  Building Schools for Africa goes directly towards the con-
struction of a new school.  We make no deductions for  

administration and pay all our own expenses. 

The UN’s  Second Development Goal 
 

 
Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be 

able to complete a full course of primary education. 

BSFA is helping achieve this 
goal  by replacing school 
buildings like this (left) with 

new,  clean,  
hygienic, durable and  

weatherproof buildings like 
the one on the right 



WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR 

Since April 2007, Building Schools for Africa has funded the construction of over 139  
classrooms at 38 schools in Cameroon.  Each school has also had a new toilet block, most 
have had a Headteacher’s office and all have access to a clean water supply. 
 
2007        G.S. Ntseimbang 
 
2008        G.S. Menjung, G.S. Roh Meluf, G.S. Achaillam, G.S. Quebessi, I.P.S. Bamali        
                (stage 1) 
 
2009        G.S. Boju-Njap, G.S. Fungeh, G.S. Njinikijem, G.S. Mbande, C.S. Ndzevru,  
                G.B.S.S. Kimbo 
 
2010        G.S. Ngali, G.T.C. Mbah, I.P.S. Vekovi, I.P.S. Bamali (stage 2), G.S. Mambain,    
                C.B.C. Bamessing, G.S. Nkartsen, G.S. Nseh Makop, C.S. Dzeng, I.P.S. Dzeng,   
                C.B.C. Bamdzeng, I.P.S Bamdzeng, 
 
2011        G.S. Buh, G.S. Ber, C.S.S. Lassin, G.T.C. Jakiri, E.P. Ndengue, E.P. Abang,  
                G.S. Muteff, Medical Centre at Dzeng, Wind-Powered Water Pump for Dzeng 
 
2012        C.S. Mayo Darle, C.B.C. Mbot, CETIC Goulfey, G.S. Ndegvaya, GPNS Ntoh- Nseh, 
                G.S. Nseh Group 2, C.B.C. Makanene,  Medical Centre at Nseh,  
                Dormitory Accommodation for 20+ disabled trainees 
 

 
Little snippets about this year’s projects … 
 

CS Mayo Darle is in an extremely poor village in the North Region, and the new classroom 
block is Sister Maria Fidelis’ dream come true.  We first met her in 2008 and she told us of 
how many years she had been trying to improve the building.  She kept reminding us every 
year - and we were keen to help - but it 
took the community three years to collect 
together their local contribution to the  
project and we couldn’t start without it.  
When the school opened in March this year, 
the Sister gave SHUMAS a goat to send to 
BSFA in England by way of thanks.  We  
decided to save the airfare and leave it in 
Cameroon.  

 
The 3-classroom block at CBC  Mbot was also opened in March. 
This had been one of the most challenging projects to complete, 
but SHUMAS were determined to succeed.  The village, which is 
quite close to the Nigerian border, is really remote and the roads 
in this area were particularly bad this year, causing both delays 
to the construction and a considerable hike in the cost of  
transporting materials to Mbot.  

Sister Maria Fidelis and the new school at Mayo Darle 

The much-needed new school 



 
Communications were difficult because the mobile phone  
coverage in this area is not good and, without strong local  
leadership,  the community was slow to get involved in the  
project.  SHUMAS staff spent a lot of time and effort travelling to 
and from Mbot to mobilise the villagers  - but their determination 
and optimism has paid off and the children are now happily 
working in their new school. 
 
 

 
CETIC Goulfey and G.S. Ndegvaya are the first schools that BSFA 
has constructed in the Extreme North Region and they were both 
funded by Clymac.  The Extreme North is a largely desert area 
which shares a border with Chad and has a largely Muslim  
population.  None of the trustees of BSFA have travelled to the 
Extreme North of the country yet - that is a treat that is in store 
for us next year(!) - but we have been learning of some of the 
difficulties of building in this region.  The foundations have to be 
dug twice as deep as normal because of the sandy soil and, as 
there are very few trees in the area, SHUMAS has to purchase 
metal for fabricating the doors, rather than wood.  The school 
environmental progamme, an integral feature of our projects, 
has been the planting of neem tree saplings to help provide 
much needed shade for the new school sites.  Judith Lola from  
SHUMAS was certainly glad of the umbrella at the opening  
ceremony! 
 
 
Market Makers (Portsmouth) had a great time fundraising for their projects at Nseh (G.S. Nseh 
Group 2 primary school, GPNS Ntoh-Nseh nursery school and the refurbishment of the medical 
centre) Their events included an ingenious attempt to climb (the equivalent of) Mount Everest … 
on a climbing wall! Last year a small team from Market Makers visited Nseh to see how their  
project was progressing.  They were shocked at the conditions that the villagers had had to  
endure for so long - particularly in the medical centre  -  and were impressed by the enormous 
impact their project has had on the village. The opening of the schools was covered by national 
TV in Cameroon and shown at prime time viewing.  Market Makers have now undertaken to raise 
enough funds to help the village of Bangourain achieve their development goals.  This will  
include the reconstruction of classrooms at two primary and one secondary school, the  
refurbishment and re-equipping of the medical centre, the provision of  potable water for the 
whole village and a small business set-up investment.  

 
  
< Market Makers climbing Mount  
Everest 
                        
Nursery children enjoying clean  
drinking water at GPNS Ntoh-Nseh  
> 

The opening of CBC Mbot 

GS Ndegvaya 

The opening of CETIC Goulfey 



CBC Makanene is our first school in the Centre Region and has 
been funded jointly by Gompels Healthcare (Wiltshire) and Car-
mine de Grandis’ superb success in running Extreme Marathons!!  
This school opening on November 7th, was attended by many 
dignitaries from the region and a representative of the  
Government.  In the past year, SHUMAS’ school building  
programme has become well known in Government circles and 
its model of Participatory Development is starting to influence 
policy-making in some ministries. 
 
The Dormitory at the Rehabilitation Centre for SHUMAS’ disabled  
trainees was a departure from our normal funding priorities but, thanks 
to the generosity of Clymac, this much needed accommodation has 
solved the housing and travel problems for all current and future  
trainees and trainers.  SHUMAS employs disabled entrepreneurs (like 
Ray, who specialises in jewellery-making  >) to run training courses for 
similarly disabled adults at the SHUMAS centre.  The courses are in  
basket-making, jewellery-making, tailoring, traditional embroidery, 
shoemaking and mending and hairdressing and, once qualified, the 
trainees are helped to start their own business and thus be able to earn 
a living and lead independent lives.  
 

The first group of trainees to graduate (pictured left) are now successfully running their 
own small businesses, 
whilst the latest group 
(pictured right, in the 
refectory) are enjoying 
life in their new home. 

Excess Baggage 
 

Graham Borgonon is a talented chap! Not only did 
he create the SHUMAS website  
(www.shumas-cameroon.org) but, for some time 
now, he has been renovating old, unwanted laptops 
for SHUMAS staff to use.  These laptops are cleaned 
up and a particularly robust operating system 
(Linux) put in place, to enable their users to remain 
virtually ‘virus free’ - in a country where all viruses 
are pretty dangerous!  Each time we go out to  
Cameroon, we take a couple of these laptops with us and it has helped to transform the 
work that SHUMAS is able to produce.  Just recently, the latest group of AidCamps  
volunteers took 8 laptops and two flat-screen monitors out to Cameroon with them. We 
hope that, one day, there may be an opportunity for electricity to be brought to the 
schools we build, so that they can have access to at least one working computer per 
school.   



Stephen’s Visit to the UK 
 
For some time now we have been hoping that Stephen Ndzerem, Director of SHUMAS, 
would be able to make a visit to the UK and visit our growing number of supporters, so they 
could benefit from an update on all our projects and learn, at first hand, more about the 
work that SHUMAS undertakes. Stephen managed to get a place on a course at Bath  
University (an MSc in Integrated Rural Management) which was funded by the Cameroonian 
government and was able to add on a couple of weeks before the start of the course – so, 
on October 2nd, he landed at Heathrow and we put him to work! 

 
First stop was with Clymac in Leicestershire, where we 
met with both Directors and a few of the employees who 
were preparing to travel to Cameroon to work on this 
year’s AidCamp school project.  Clymac has been a 
staunch supporter of BSFA from the very beginning and, 
so far, has funded a 
total of eleven schools 
and, more recently, 
the dormitory for the 
disabled trainees at  
SHUMAS. 
 

Next we travelled to Cambridgeshire to meet up with  
Graham and Pierrette Borgonon.  Graham designed and 
maintains SHUMAS’ website and, since communication 
between Cameroon and the UK is difficult at the best of 
times, this was an ideal opportunity to cover a lot of  
issues.  We managed to fit in a short tour around  
Cambridge too – but then it was off to Slough to meet 
with the team from AkzoNobel who formed the first ever Corporate AidCamp in Cameroon 
last January and are now making plans to go again. 
 
After a weekend in Swindon with Mike Thomas from Future in Our Hands UK, we did the 
rounds of supporters in London, including Vitol, Pageant Media, the ‘movers and shakers’ of 
the two extraordinary fundraising events in 2009, Boxing for Africa (Justin Addleton) and A 
Wild Affair (Nicky Colwyn) and a representative of the large foundation which funded 24 
classrooms at four schools as well as a medical centre and village water supply in 2010.  
Then it was off to Portsmouth to meet the staff at Market Makers, who funded two schools  
 

 

Stephen and Grahame discussing  

developments at SHUMAS 

Martin Lynch, from Clymac, and his 

family 

The volunteers from AkzoNobel 
With Justin and Emma Addleton, 

from Boxing for Africa Marianne and Stephen with staff from 

Vitol 



and a medical centre last year … and 
are going for three schools, medical 
centre and water projects this year. 

 
That weekend was spent in Bournemouth with Pete and Glynis 
Hearn, founders of the charity Spreading Health  
(www.spreadinghealth.org), which funds, through SHUMAS, the 
training of nurses to work in rural medical centres.  Then it was 
on to the Isle of Wight for a short rest before Stephen joined us 
in attending the Island’s Legal Service for this year’s High Sheriff  
(our fellow trustee, Nick Hayward!).   

 
Following a slap-up lunch, where Stephen was pleased to meet 
Brian Chapman from Percol Coffee (funders of GS Buh) we rushed 
again for the ferry in order to make our last port of call before  
delivering Stephen to Bath for his course.  The visit was to the 
Gompels family whose company, Gompels Healthcare in Wiltshire, 
has become a BSFA supporter and has already helped to fund our 
most recent school project at CBC Makanene.  
 
It was a bit of a whistle-stop tour but a 
brilliant opportunity to meet with  

supporters and thank them for helping the thousands of  
children who now have the good fortune to learn in weatherproof, 
clean, hygienic classrooms complete with proper blackboards and 
classroom furniture, to have access to clean drinking water and 
newly constructed latrines  and to have the chance to get a good 
education. 
 
Grateful thanks to everyone who helped by providing accommodation for us during this 
trip – it meant that we can maintain our determination to use EVERY PENNY  
donated to the charity for school building projects in Cameroon. 
 

Stephen with Henry Braithwaite from Mar-

ket Makers (left) and with Nick Hayward 

(right) 

Stephen with Olly and Oscar  

Gompels 

With Brian Chapman (Percol) 

An Important Event for SHUMAS 
 
In November 2011, the Director of SHUMAS, the  
Deputy British High Commissioner (Tim Fisher) and 
BSFA trustees met with the Minister for Secondary 
Education in the capital of Cameroon, Yaounde, for the 
signing of a partnership agreement between the  
Ministry and SHUMAS.  This will ensure that the  
required number of teachers will be provided by the 
Government as each new classroom block is  
constructed through our efforts.  Tim Fisher later visited the SHUMAS office and was very 
impressed indeed with all their achievements. 
 



News of recent fundraising 
 
We like to celebrate the fundraising efforts of all our supporters - and we always give  
everyone a mention on our website (www.schoolsforafrica.co.uk) -  but the ones below are 
some that really touched our hearts this year. 
 
Little Alex Jones, from Chesshire decided he wanted to help children in 
Cameroon get clean drinking water at their schools, so he baked some 
cakes (with the help of his mum) and sold them at school,  
raising just over £30 for us.  What a little star he is—and he’s only 6!  
Thank you very much indeed Alex. 

 
Kathy Marriott donned her running shoes and took part in 
the Great South Run this October—raising £300 for us.  Thanks so much 
Kathy—it really was worth all those aching muscles! 
 
Kate and Sam Cambridge asked for donations to Building 
Schools for Africa instead of wedding presents, when they 
tied the knot in July this year.  It was a splendidly happy 

occasion, despite the torrential rain, and people were very generous in 
their support of this charity: they raised just over £2,000 which we will 
put towards our next school building.  Many thanks to Kate and Sam— 
how about a second honeymoon in Cameroon one of these days?  
 

Mari Williams has gone to considerable lengths to raise 
some money for us this year: she gave up her job as a 
teacher at a big London school and is currently cycling around the world!!  
Now that’s what we call dedication!!  Just saying thanks seems rather  
insignificant by comparison.  Hope you have a FANTASTIC trip, Mari.  If you 
would like to sponsor her terrific effort, look up her BSFA JustGiving page. 
 

And we are pleased to welcome Gompels Healthcare to our  
network  of BSFA supporters.  This family business, based in Wiltshire, 
helped to fund our most recent school building at Makanene - and has 
plans to offer further support soon. 
 

 

Upgrading our Website 
 
We hope that, by the time you receive this newsletter, our website will have undergone a 
major upgrade, for the first time in five years.  Our website guru, Nic Johnson at Trivial.ly, 
told us that it was starting to resemble an old jalopy …. and he has apparently turned it into 
a Ferrari !!  It doesn’t actually look very different—but it is SO much easier to maintain that 
we hope you will keep a regular eye on it to see the latest news on all our projects. 

www.schoolsforafrica.co.uk 
 
 



We are currently awaiting information from SHUMAS on the impact of our projects on the 
schools and wider communities which we have assisted.  Once the rains come to an end 
each year, SHUMAS staff travel around the country gathering information on numbers of 
children attending school, exam performance, health and other indicators of community 
development.  This is an enormous task for them and we look forward to publishing the 
information on our website in the near future. 
 
The Value of Scholarships 
In exceptional circumstances, we provide scholarships for bright and deserving children so 
that they can get a proper education.  Stephen recently told us of twin girls aged 10 who 
have just benefited from this scheme. The girls’ father was not able to pay school fees for 
them and, although they were desperate to learn and used to creep into school, they were 
regularly driven away.  The girls decided to leave their very remote village of Ndzevru and 
walk to Bamenda to work as child labour and fund their own education.  By chance, the 
night they arrived, they knocked on the door of the convent where Stephen’s sister is a 
nun.  She brought the girls directly to Stephen and he was so impressed by their courage 
and determination he accepted them onto the scheme at once.  They are both currently 
living at the convent and attending a very good local school, but will move to a boarding 
school next year. One wants to be a teacher and the other a nurse.  We will wait to see 
how they progress and post news on our website. 

Value for YOUR Money 
 

We are very proud of the level of development that we achieve with our projects 
through SHUMAS and we think it would be difficult to find better value for money in 
any other development work anywhere.  We thought you might like to see our rough 
calculations and judge for yourselves! 
 
By the time you settle down to your Christmas dinner this year, BSFA will have sent a 
total of £696,000 to SHUMAS since 2007.  For that money we have funded : 
 
146 classrooms at 40 different schools all over Cameroon 
40 new VIP latrines 
25 head teachers’ offices 
countless desks, chairs and tables 
2 refurbished medical centres 
a residential dormitory for more than 20 disabled adults 
clean drinking water supplies to over 30 schools and 
1 additional vehicle for SHUMAS 
 
Not bad, we’d say!! 

The trustees of Building Schools for Africa would like to give special thanks to our  
regular supporters who give small amounts each month to this charity.  They are our  
un-sung heroes whose money gradually accumulates until another school can be built.  

We don’t make enough  noise about them usually … so , to put that right 
 

**** THANK YOU SO MUCH **** 
 FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT   


