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Welcome to Building Schools for Africa's 
Summer Newsletter 2016. 
This edition is slightly longer than usual as we have so much good news to report! 

Marianne opens with a brief overview of recent developments including news of the building programme and our early 

attempts to measure the impact of some of the projects that we have funded over the past decade. We also have three 

very personal accounts of visits to Cameroon made by supporters Clea Gompels and Andrew Hindle and founding trustee 

Nicky Hayward. These reports collectively encapsulate most of the thoughts and feelings that all of us share when we see 

firsthand, the way that lives are being transformed by the provision of education, sanitation and clean water.

As always, all the trustees extend a heart-felt message of thanks to you, our loyal supporters, both new and old, for whom 

this newsletter is produced.

Ian Johnson
Chair Building Schools for Africa 

This has been a particularly busy period and the past six months has seen the opening of the following projects:

• Three classrooms at the Government Secondary School Bang-

shie, a fast-growing school which had no classrooms at all before 

we stepped in to help.

 

• Two huge workshops at the Government Technical High School 
Bamendakwe, where the children used to have to do all their prac-

tical assignments outdoors. 

• Three classrooms at EP Ngouekong, a primary school in Babad-

jou in the West Region

• A 3-classroom block at each of the two primary schools, EP Kro 
Waifi, EP de Bagara, in the Extreme North of Cameroon — an 
area which has been under attack from Boko Haram extremists in 
recent years. (Each of these schools above have also benefitted 
from a new latrine and a drinking water supply.) 

• A total of 6 boreholes to provide clean drinking water at 6 schools 
in the Extreme North.

• Two school/community water projects in the NW and West 
regions.

 

• Equipment for two rural Health Centres.

EP Kro Waifi new classrooms

EP Kro Waifi old classrooms

Recent Projects
by Marianne Johnson



Under Construction now are: 

• 3-Classroom blocks at five more schools in the Extreme North 
each with a borehole for clean drinking water,

 Three more primary schools in the NW region, 

Five more wells at primary schools we have constructed in 

recent years in the Centre and West regions. 

We are SO grateful for the continued support of our regular 
funders who have enabled us to assist SHUMAS in the 
construction of 258 classrooms at a total of 82 schools since 

2007 It's a staggering achievement and we are constantly 

amazed and delighted. 

Impact Assessment 

We are now well underway with our 10th anniversary Impact 

Assessment. Information has poured in from more than 30 
schools and health centres already and, during our recent trip 

in April, we managed to conduct interviews with traditional lead-

ers, community leaders, clergy, regional governors, Govern-

ment ministers and even the Prime Minister in order to gain 
greater insights into the extent of the impact of our projects. It 

has been a fascinating experience and is certainly generating a 

LOT of additional work! 

New Funders  

We are very pleased to welcome on board our new supporters. 

Eucalyptus Charitable Fund and Bamboo Crowd have funded 
the construction of GS Keonom, and GS Nketisoh has been 
funded by an exciting new supporter whose name we are keep-

ing under wraps for a little longer. These little schools in the NW 

region are both well on their way to having three new class-

rooms with benches, chair and tables, an office and a new VIP 
latrine. 

Flowers for Clea

GS Keonom, old classrooms

GS Nketisoh, old classrooms

New equipment for rual health centre

Dobogo community used to gather water from the lake

Clean Drinking Water  

We were delighted to learn that at the village of Dobogo in the Extreme North, the whole community came out and danced 
every night for a week following the handing over of the new borehole. This is the first clean drinking water facility that the 

village has ever had: until now, people used to collect drinking water from a nearby lake and as a consequence they regu-

larly suffered from water-borne diseases like typhoid and cholera. 



A life changing experience.
by Clea Gompels

In November 2015, I had the great pleasure to accompany Judith and Marianne to Cameroon for my first trip to this amaz-

ing country. It was literally a life changing experience.

As a supporter of BSFA for the past four or five years, our family has become strong advocates of the work that they are 
doing in Cameroon through SHUMAS, and I wanted to see the projects that we had funded over the years. It was a brilliant 
trip from start to finish. I won’t hide that it was a bit of a culture shock at the same time, but that was to be expected 
although I had no idea how bad roads could be and how long it would take to drive from A to B each day. The distances 
we covered were vast, we literally covered half the country in two weeks, but it was made so much slower by the huge pot 

holes in the road, which reminded me of Emmenthal cheese on a good day!

The welcome we got in each and every school 

we visited, in each and every community or 

village, was just incredible. The people made me 

realise the importance of the work that BSFA 
and SHUMAS are doing out in those poor com-

munities and how much it helps them to build 

these extra classrooms, put in clean drinking 

water, add latrines, etc. What seems to us like 

such a small amount of money to construct a 

classroom is literally life changing for all the 

children, teachers and parents in those villages 

and the impact it has on the lives of whole com-

munities is incredible.

As part of BSFA’s Impact Study, Marianne, 
Judith and I interviewed different groups of 

people at a number of schools. I found it so inter-

esting to get the feedback directly from the 

teachers and the children in particular. The work 

that SHUMAS does goes so much further than 
just providing a new building with nice clean 

classrooms. For the parents it often means that 

they work harder to afford the fees to send their 

children to school because they know that the 

buildings aren’t going to collapse on their 
children. The parents like the fact that the 

children come home looking cleaner than when 

they are taught in the traditional buildings with 

mud floors, where the dust covers everything 

and the uniforms are filthy every day. It means 

less washing for the parents. The children are 

often responsible for keeping their classrooms 

clean, so they learn these skills and bring them 

home at night and the standard of cleanliness 

improves as a result and it raises the general 

level of hygiene. The feedback was all so over-

whelmingly positive.

We went to many official openings of the new classrooms and were spoilt by the warm welcome in every school. Although 

the communities have very little, they prepared feasts and celebrated the event in a fantastic way with singing, dancing 

and speeches. We were given gifts of traditional dresses and hats - it was all wonderful to be part of. Some of these open-

ings were in the East Region where SHUMAS hadn’t worked before so it really was a big event. We were interviewed by 
a national TV crew and the film was shown throughout Cameroon. It was all a bit terrifying to start with but, by the end of 

the two weeks, it became almost normal to stand up in front of a crowd of parents, teachers, children and dignitaries to 

give a brief speech.

I can’t thank SHUMAS and BSFA enough for the wonderful experience they have given me. I will definitely be back!

Flowers for Clea 

‘The feedback was all
 so overwhelmingly positive’



Returning to Cameroon 
by Andrew Hindle

Anyone who understands anything about Building Schools for Africa (BSFA) and Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHU-

MAS) knows that every penny raised is worth every morsel of effort expended. 

I was privileged to appreciate this on my first trip there in April 2014 when I was inspired to return to England and raise 
funds for a second school. A lot of hard work followed (with great support from my wife Linda) relieving friends and family 
of more pounds than the winners of Weight Watchers.

I returned to Cameroon this year, almost 2 years to the day since my last visit, with Marianne, Nicky and my nephew Paul. 
Within 12 hours of landing, we arrived in the village of Babadjou for the openings of the new school, the refurbished health 
centre and the water project that I had fundraised for. There were three separate ceremonies, with three sets of speeches 

and, of course, three cuttings of ribbons. All this was totally justified however, as it was such a momentous occasion for 

the community and testimony to all their hard work.

When I saw the breakdown of the costs I decided to compare like for like in this country - to see what people here buy 

using the same amount of money. A brand new delivery bed in the health centre in Babadjou equates to fewer than nine 
premiership football match tickets; clean water for the village is the same as a friend spent on their recent birthday party. 

If we take the cost of the three projects together (£20,000) this has transformed the lives of a whole community yet the 
cost mirrors that of a holiday advertised in a Sunday newspaper travel supplement. Whichever way you look at it, the work 
of BSFA and SHUMAS is money incredibly well spent.

Yet it was on going back to see our first school at Kishiy (funded in memory of my parents), that I saw the true difference 
that fundraising can make. Marianne had asked if I would undertake an impact assessment and so after arriving at Kishiy 

to a beautiful song of welcome by the school children, I met with the principle, Nkanjo Sabina. I was close to tears listening 
to how the new school had had such a positive outcome on everyone in this village community. Previously children did not 
do well at school, due to the poor conditions such as leaking roofs and their fear that the building might collapse, but since 

the new construction, 100% have passed the common entrance exams. The children’s behaviour and attitude has greatly 
improved and this is reflected in reports from the local technical and secondary school which state that the children from 

Kishiy are much better students than those from the other schools.

Hygiene has also improved and 

there has been a notable reduction 

in diarrhoea, coughs, dysentery 

and even the mumps, so absen-

teeism has fallen from 15% to 3%, 
and the new classrooms are also 

being used by women groups for 

health education classes.

The children now take pride in 

their school and have ‘real aspira-

tions’ despite their extreme pover-
ty. Whilst the boys played a 

football match with some of the 

players sharing trainers, so they 

had at least one foot they could 

kick with, another pupil told us that 

her ambition is to go on to higher 

education and train to be a teach-

er. The dream now is for electricity 

and, with solar power becoming 

more accessible, that could soon 

be a reality.

Andrew Hindle

‘Whichever way you look at it, the work of BSFA
 and SHUMAS is money incredibly well spent’
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If you'd like to get involved with fundraising, 

please contact admin.bsfa@gmail.com

If you would like to make a donation, or join the 

increasing number of generous supporters who 

make a regular donation, please visit our 

Just Giving page

Ten years on...
by NIcky Hayward

I love travelling in Africa and first went to 

Cameroon in November 2006. I was 

overwhelmed by the all-embracing 

welcome, beauty, smells, landscape, 

mountains, busyness, sultry heat, mag-

nificent outfits, appalling roads, primitive 

agriculture, alien food, strange rituals, 

hundreds of languages, damp and 

decrepit accommodation, long drop loos, 

lack of clean water, lack of power, lack of 

technology but most of all the smiling 

children determined, in spite of all this, to 

be educated. I found the work of 

SHUMAS compassionate, forward think-

ing and noble. Their model was clearly a 

brilliant way forward and we wanted to 

help. I returned numerous times and this 

year went to help Marianne assess and 

reflect on the impact of the work 

SHUMAS has done since BSFA was 
formed in 2007.

Ten years on, the roads were better, but not much! The new schools were full and gleaming. One child said he 
was so proud to attend his Primary School because it looked like a University! The children were no longer walking along 
with pots of water on their heads, but able to use a tap to get their drinking water. One girl on the scholarship programme 
had been able to go on to further education and was equipped to make an important contribution to the community. The 
predominately male society now had many determined, dedicated female officials. In particular we met female Mayors 

and Head Teachers who were ensuring every child had an education and were dragging rural Cameroon into the 21st 

Century. But there was still much work to be done - especially in the Extreme North where there is still the threat of Boko 
Haram. SHUMAS has bravely pushed out from its centre in Bamenda to cover the whole country. The vital projects in the 
north were bringing water and education to remote communities which are desperate to change.

As they say at every school opening...”Long live SHUMAS...Long live Cameroon” 

Nicky meets the SDO

Get involved

‘The new schools were 
full and gleaming’


