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Welcome to Building Schools for Africa's 
Christmas Newsletter 2016. 
As we approach the end of 2016, it is time for the trustees of Building Schools for Africa to reflect on what has been 
achieved over the past decade and how our supporters have enabled us to help so many people, particularly young 
people, become self-sufficient through education and to gain a toehold in the modern world.  Indeed it is exactly ten years 
since we returned from our initial field trip to Cameroon with the desire to help a very isolated community that desperately 
needed a school but that had no possibility of building one without assistance.  That is how BSFA came into existence and 
since that time our partnership with Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS) and its inspirational founder and Director, 
Stephen Ndzerem, has become very strong and is now a model that has impressed many, both at the highest levels of 
government in Cameroon and more recently at the UN.  Our trustees and some supporters have been invited to meetings 
with many government ministers in Cameroon, including the Prime Minister: the participatory model of Integrated Rural 
Development, which is the bedrock of SHUMAS' work, has now become a standard for others to follow and SHUMAS is 
now regularly consulted at ministerial level regarding government policy in the field of rural development.

Last month, we had a wonderful opportunity to discuss past achievements and future aspirations when we hosted 
Stephen and his wife Billian during a recent visit to the UK.  With the generous help from supporters Sam and Clea Gom-
pels, Stephen had participated in a week-long leadership course at Windsor Palace, following which he travelled around 
the country meeting with many of our supporters.  Some of these visits are covered later in this newsletter.  During the few 
days that they were able to spend on the Isle of Wight, we talked at length about the history of SHUMAS and about the 
impact that their partnership with Building Schools for Africa has had on the development of their organisation and on the 
wider community.  It was sobering to be reminded of the struggles that SHUMAS faced in the early years of their existence 
when, fired only by Stephen's passion for helping the disadvantaged people in his country, and funded only by his savings 
from his former work as a photographer and later as a lawyer, the newly-formed organisation searched desperately to find 
support from international funders.  In fact it took over four years of failed grant applications before SHUMAS finally 
received some support from the UK charity Future In Our Hands, for a project to replace the ubiquitous eucalyptus trees 
with indigenous species.  This initial contact led to an introduction to another UK charity, AidCamps International, and the 
first school building projects were undertaken, at the rate of one per year -  and that is where our narrative really begins.  
Three BSFA trustees were volunteers on the AidCamps project in Cameroon in 2006 when Stephen asked if  any UK char-
ity existed that might find funds to construct school buildings in the very remote rural villages where it was not possible to 
provide volunteer placements and, to our constant surprise, Building Schools for Africa has now become that charity.  To 
date, the support we have received from individuals, school groups and businesses around the world has resulted in the 
construction of 84 school buildings, the development of 10 rural health centres, the provision of numerous clean drinking 
water supplies and many other related projects.

At the time of writing this newsletter, we are sifting through a mountain of information which has been gleaned from the 
many communities that have benefitted from our input as part of our 10-year impact assessment study.  This will be 
covered in our next newsletter, but for now the trustees of Building Schools for Africa and the team at SHUMAS wish to 
wholeheartedly thank all our supporters and to... 

Ian Johnson
Chair Building Schools for Africa 

‘wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year’.
 



Since our last newsletter, we have seen the opening of brand new classrooms blocks at four schools in the Extreme North 
Region, all funded by Gompels Healthcare - two primary schools at the villages of Mayel-Ibbe and Zouaye, a secondary 
school in the village of Dama and the Lycee de Mogon technical school.  These schools also now have boreholes for clean 
drinking water, which are already starting to show a dramatic improvement in the health of the children and the wider com-
munities.   The other six boreholes at schools in the North and Extreme North Regions, funded at the end of last year, have 
also recently been handed over, to great celebration across the region.  Many of these villages have never had a clean 
drinking water supply before and this basic provision seems like a miracle to them.  When we met with the Prime Minister 
of Cameroon last April, he was so grateful that we were continuing to support these far distant regions because the 
frequent incursions by the Boko Haram extremists in recent years have caused an already frail infrastructure to collapse, 
leaving very few roads open for supplies to get through.  It is because SHUMAS works through local contacts and uses 
community participation to get the projects completed that they have been able to undertake the work at all.  The schools 
are all thriving and people in the region are optimistic that the days of Boko Haram in Cameroon are numbered.

Our next visit to Cameroon will be in January and this time our trustees will be accompanied by three representatives from 
Sunesis, our most recent supporters, who will be attending the opening of the first school to be funded through us by the 
Willmott Dixon construction company.  Their approach to community projects (simplicity of design and sustainability) fits 
the SHUMAS model like a glove and they have started an initiative called A School for a School, where they will fund a 
school through Building Schools for Africa for every school building they undertake in the UK.  As you can imagine, this is 
a very exciting prospect for our little charity and we are really looking forward to sharing the experience of the school open-
ing with them. 

It will be a very busy two-week trip for the trustees when we will hopefully meet once again with the Prime Minister and 
the British High Commissioner before visiting a number of schools which are currently in desperate need of help and 
hoping for support from us.  Then it will be a round of celebration and project openings at the following primary schools:

GS Nketisoh – funded by Sunesis
CS Boyui – funded by Clymac
GS Keonom – funded by Eucalyptus Foundation and Bamboo Crowd
GS Kungoh – funded by the Market Makers group of companies

We will also be opening a secondary school project at Kedjom Ketinguh, a refurbished and re-equipped health centre in 
the village of Wainamah and a community water project in Munjong – also funded by Market Makers. If time allows – we 
will travel to the Biofarm near Kumbo to see the progress there and to take a look at the new stock and stock fencing which 
form part of SHUMAS' plan to ensure the future sustainability of the NGO.

Update on Projects.
It's certainly the season for good tidings!  

We were recently making arrangements to transfer the funds to finish off several schools to be opened in January (see 
below) when I realised that we have just tipped over...

£2 million raised in the past ten years!  
It's so brilliant – we can hardly believe it.  

So thank you, THANK YOU, 
to everyone for your continued support.  

We must be doing something right!’
 



Shumas’ visit to the UK.

We were particularly delighted when we learned that Billian Nyuykighan, SHUMAS' Project Director, was to accompany 
Stephen Ndzerem on his extended trip to meet with UK supporters. It was Billian's first trip to the UK and both she and 
Stephen certainly felt the cold, but thoroughly enjoyed every moment – especially their first ever experience of attending 
a live football match, organised by Andrew Hindle and his family, who hosted them for a weekend.  Young Amelie Hindle 
has been a staunch fundraiser for BSFA for a couple of years now – even though she is only eleven – and took the 
opportunity to interview Stephen and Billian during their visit.  She is determined to visit Cameroon next time her dad 
travels out there.

A trip to Hertfordshire to meet the Sunesis team was a great success and we were able to visit the primary school in 
Cranfield (Bedfordshire) which was the first Sunesis project to be linked with one of our schools in Cameroon.  The 
children there were delighted to meet with us and we were able to leave a couple of traditional costumes to remind them 
of their link with Africa.

After a bit of sightseeing in London and a few days rest on 
the Isle of Wight, Stephen and Billian were taken by one of 
our trustees, Steve Spong, to be special guests  at the 
prestigious fundraising ball, organised by the Market Makers 
group of companies in Portsmouth.  These companies have 
been great supporters of our for some years now, and it was 
particularly fortunate that the visit from the SHUMAS team 
happened to coincide with their main fundraising event.  They 
went down a storm, apparently.  There was just enough time 
for Stephen and Billian to meet with a few local supporters on 
the Isle of Wight before another of our trustees, Judith 
Moore, took them for a whistlestop tour of funders in the 
West Country.  Judith takes up the story.

On 27th November after a farewell lunch with Ian and Mari-
anne on the Island, we set off for a ferry to the mainland. 
Stephen and Billian enjoyed seeing the changes in country-
side from the New Forest to Salisbury Plain, passing the 
lovely Salisbury cathedral en route to Devizes.  Our first stop 
was with Sam and Clea Gompels where we stayed the night 
and enjoyed a delicious supper with them, their four boys and 
Sam’s parents. Sam is a successful business man who is not 
content to rest on his laurels but is constantly looking to 
improve not only his own business but those he and Clea 
support. Hence there was plenty of stimulating conversation.

The following day we visited Cliff and Ginny Harris whose 
business, Positech, funded the primary school in Salle, a tiny 
jungle village in the East Cameroon. This was the first school 
that I had visited on my trip to Cameroon November 2015, so 
I was able to share my memories of the occasion and first 
impressions of the country.  Cliff and Ginny have previously 
supported other micro-credit schemes, so were interested to 
hear how a women's group is linked to each school that is 
built and that a loan is given to the group to set up a small 
business in these remote areas, to provide additional income 
for these subsistence farmers. Stephen and Billion enjoyed 
the surreal experience of playing one of the virtual reality 
games which Cliff's company has developed, before we 
whizzed down to Devon to stay with Mary and Cyrus Clark 
who helped to fund a school in Keonom, North West Camer-
oon. 

At Cranfield Primary

Interviewed by Amelie

Fundraising Ball with Market Makers Group
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Billian could not believe how cold the weather was in Devon. They 
survived the night with the help of woolly hats and hot water bottles 
in 18 degrees!!  Following a brief frosty walk the following morning 
for an unusual sight of peacocks roosting in the oak trees, we 
headed off to Heathrow on the final leg of their busy trip in the UK. 
For Stephen it was a bit like going down memory lane as we passed 
the Bristol estuary and signs to Bath where he had been on a course 
in 2012.  

At Heathrow we met with Adam Boxer and Bradley Hessop from 
Wessex Social Ventures, a UK business promoting microcredit 
businesses in Africa. So far WSV has enjoyed success in rural areas 
of Kenya and Malawi and it now wants to extend the benefits to 
communities in Cameroon. The main enterprise of interest to 
Stephen and Billian was the rental of solar lights at a lower cost than 
than that of using kerosene lights in people's homes. Billian felt such 
a business would be best managed within the community women 
groups attached to our projects and, although the loan would be 
higher than our usual input to these micro credit schemes, it was felt 
that some of our funders might be happy to support provision of 
solar lighting.

Nicky Hayward a former trustee and active supporter of BSFA, 
joined us to wish Stephen and Billian “bon voyage” and, when time 
allowed, we enjoyed discussing our  shared interest in how human 
beings relate, be it in our personal lives, within our communities or at 
a global level, and how to achieve harmonious and effective working 
teams. 

Stephen is brilliantly effective in his role as the director of SHUMAS,  
enabling so many people to improve education and health in their 
communities against so many odds - it is such a pleasure to work 
with him.

If you'd like to get involved with fundraising, 
please contact admin.bsfa@gmail.com

If you would like to make a donation, or join the 
increasing number of generous supporters who 
make a regular donation, please visit our 
Just Giving page

Andrew Hindle
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With Cliff of Positech


