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Dear supporters 
 
With 2018 rapidly coming to a close we wanted to share what we've been up to over the last 12 months,
all of course made possible by your invaluable support.

An update from Ian, our Chairman 
 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank, most sincerely, all our corporate and individual supporters who
have enabled our charity continue to function this year. Despite the uncertainties of international politics
we continue to work with our trusted partners to support both rural and urban poor populations in
Cameroon. 
 
The situation in that country remains unstable and the resulting logistical changes have  meant that we
are funding school building mainly in the more stable Francophone areas. In the two Anglophone areas
however we have concentrated on building, refurbishing and equipping health centres and providing clean
water. So far this year we have completed five schools and two more are currently under construction.
Two health centre projects have been completed and two boreholes drilled and functioning. 
  
BSFA continues the policy of making sure every pound that is donated goes to fund one of our projects.
We have a stable and committed board of trustees who largely pay all their own expenses although some
recurring outgoings such as website maintenance are now funded from Gift Aid, but even this is a tiny
fraction of the total amount which is recovered from the government. 
  
In this newsletter you will read about Marianne's recent trip to
Cameroon and the experiences of one of our funders who
accompanied her. There is more information about current
projects and also about the so-called 'Anglophone crisis' 
  
Thank you all once again for your valued support, both small and
large. In particular I wish to mention the inestimable value of
individual donations and the value we place on your help, all of
which is  put to very good use for the purpose it is intended. On
behalf of all trustees may I wish you a Happy Christmas and a



very peaceful New Year.  
 
Ian

Projects completed and recently handed over 
  
All school, health centre and water projects that were funded by our supporters last year have now been
safely handed over to their communities and are functioning well. 
 
Opened in June 2018

GTC Banock  GTC Jihibai

GTC Mbokevu Borehole at GTC Jihibai



Kevu Health Centre

Opened in November 2018

Bapes Mondial Primary School Borehole at Kalong Primary School

New Maternity Equipment at Bare Health
Centre

Projects currently underway...



Batoke Primary School, Limbe. 

 

These old school buildings were in a very sorry state indeed when we visited last month.  There were

huge holes in the planking, big enough for the nursery children to run  through them and out into the

schoolyard, which is right next to a busy main road.  The roofs have peeled back in places, due to high

winds, leaving large holes where the rain pours in.  The school is in such a dilapidated state that the

council wanted to demolish it because it fronts the road where the Nations Cup football teams would have

passed by.  The PTA objected so strongly that council paid for a thin wash of 'cosmetic' cement to be put

over the crumbling walls instead, in order not to be embarrassed by them.  Fortunately, once this school is

rebuilt by SHUMAS, its location by the main road will provide an excellent advertisement for the school,

and should attract a large number of additional pupils.

St. Therese Primary School, Tiko 
 
This little school has got as far as having its
foundations constructed and the walls started. 
Construction was halted as a safety measure
during the recent general election but, once work
starts again after Christmas, it should be
completed within 6 weeks.

The 'Anglophone Crisis' in Cameroon 
 
In 2017 civil unrest broke out in the two English-speaking Regions of Cameroon in response to
Government moves to impose the French judicial and educational systems as used in the eight
Francophone Regions. This unrest has continued and has lead the temporary closing of many schools
and other restrictions - the so-called 'Anglophone Crisis'. A separatist movement has arisen calling for an
independent state of 'Ambazonia'. 
 
At the end of colonial rule the British did not offer independence to this region but only the choice of
annexation to either Nigeria or French Cameroon, a choice which was by no means universally popular.
However a referendum lead to federation with French Cameroon, two states, equal in status.
Subsequently, this equality has been steadily eroded and French Cameroon has been implacably
opposed to independence for the two Anglophone regions, where much of the nation's wealth lies. 
 
Because of the civil unrest, BSFA and SHUMAS are restricting our school-building programme to the
Francophone region, whilst in the Anglophone regions we are providing boreholes for clean water and
refurbishing health centres both of which help improve health and help people through their current
difficulties. The school buildings we have already built in the affected areas are strong and durable and
once this crisis is over, they will be even more essential than at present for the young people, the future. 
 



SHUMAS' response to the recent crisis 
  
Having been appointed by the UN as co-ordinators and implementers of the humanitarian response to the
crisis in the anglophone regions of Cameroon, SHUMAS is now the only organisation which has started
delivering early recovery projects and post-conflict resolution through their partnership with UNICEF.  Both
BSFA and SHUMAS are thrilled that the link with UNICEF, which was forged by BSFA trustees in 2015,
has proved so beneficial, both through their initial polio vaccination programmes and now, as they help to
build new communities for villagers who have fled their homes to live in the forests, where they feel safe
but where there is no infrastructure at all.  
 
As these new communities evolve, SHUMAS is delivering hygiene and sanitation programmes,
vaccination and treatment programmes for polio, measles, malaria and HIV and child protection
programmes for the many children in the forest who are now orphans of the violence over the past two
years.   It is because SHUMAS has always worked at grassroots level with isolated rural communities that
it is able to respond so quickly and effectively to the current situation.  We are very proud to be able to
continue to support the astonishing work they do. 
 

Our visit this year 
  
Five representatives from our supporters
Sunesis joined with BSFA for our visit to
Cameroon this year.  They came to take part in
the handover of the school building at EP
Bapes Mondial, which they had funded and to
visit some of the manymany schools that are
still in dreadful condition and have applied to
SHUMAS for help. During their brief visit, we
were fortunate enough to be granted an
audience with the Prime Minister of Cameroon
and to have really useful meetings with both the
Minister for Secondary Education and the
Permanent Under Secretary for Health as well as many other members of the government who are
concerned with the development of education and health in Cameroon.  These meetings were of particular
importance for SHUMAS as they help to establish SHUMAS' influence on government policies and
practice in these areas of work.

We were also pleased to meet once again with
Rowan Laxton, the British High Commissioner
for  Cameroon.  He was a very welcome
presence at the handovers of our projects at
both Bapes Mondial and Kalong and was
generous in his praise for the work that
SHUMAS does in partnership with us and with
our British supporters.  It was also a real
pleasure for us to be invited to supper at the
High Commissioner's residence where we had
the opportunity to meet with Georges Bwelle, a
Cameroonian surgeon, who had recently been
awarded the Stars of Light award from the
Queen for his work as a volunteer, founding

Ascovime.  Georges and his team spend every weekend travelling to the rural villages to undertake an
enormous number of essential operations on patients who do not have the money or the means to travel
to hospital.  We are delighted to say that SHUMAS is now forging a link between their Spreading Health
nurses, from the rural health centres which we have assisted, and Georges' team, to provide nursing
aftercare when he has clinics in their areas.



A short word from Sunesis... 
 
Sunesis would like to say a huge thank you to Building Schools for Africa and SHUMAS for our trip to
Cameroon.  It was an experience we will never forget and feel inspired to help these fantastic charities
more.  Hear all about our trip in our latest blog.

The Impact of our Projects 
  
During the course of our trip, we were able to visit two of the projects constructed last year: the secondary
technical school at Banock and the bilingual High School at Sodiko.  We talked with staff and pupils to find
out their thoughts on the impact of the projects and were very heartened by their responses. 
  
It was a Saturday morning when we arrived at CETIC Banock, but over 200 children, 5 teachers and the
local chief had turned out to meet us.  They were proud to tell us that the number of pupils attending had
already increased from 315 to 341 and that
they were expecting more in 2019 because the
new classroom block has meant that they can
now offer an additional trade training class in
Clothing Production.  The school has also
managed to employ two additional teachers. 
Comments from the children focussed on the
better conditions for learning in the new
classrooms – they said they were cleaner and
brighter, not dusty any more. The ceilings had
also made a big difference, reducing the noise
and the cold and preventing the rain from
coming in as had been the case before.  They
could also sit more comfortably in class with
only three children sharing a bench rather than five as before.  The girls, in particular, were also very
emphatic about the benefit of the new latrine with handwashing facilities.  The teachers said that the
children's school work had improved enormously because their levels of concentration had improved and
they were able to keep their workbooks clean and neat.  Before we left, one child spoke in English to say
“For all that has been done, we will never forget SHUMAS and Building Schools for Africa”.

The Government Bilingual Secondary School at Sodiko in Douala has been promoted to a High School
since we funded the construction of the large and fully equipped science lab last year.  Pupil numbers at
the school have increased from 1400 to 1700, with a significant increase in the number of anglophone
students attending, as many families have fled the violence in the SW region and have moved to Douala. 
Seven new teachers have been appointed, all in science subjects, and science is becoming very popular
in the school.  We were told that when experiments are being demonstrated in the lab, there are always
crowds of children from other classes peering in through the windows to watch.  Exam performance in all
science subjects, but particularly in Chemistry, have improved significantly and science is now being
taught to forms 4 and 5 as well as in the 6th forms.  The Head Teacher was particularly pleased that he
had been able to use the money, previously spent on bussing pupils to and from other schools for
practical science lessons, on buying additional facilities for the school.

Following her visit to GBHS Sodiko in February,

the UK Minister of State for Africa, Harriet

Baldwin, wrote to BSFA:  

  

“Thank you … for raising concerns about the

Anglophone crisis.  It was top of my agenda

during my recent visit to Cameroon.  In calls on

the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister I

stressed the need for peaceful, inclusive and

purposeful dialogue … The UK is pressing for

all parties to take steps to reduce tensions so

that schools and businesses in the two regions

can return to normal. 



  

I very much enjoyed my visit to the Government Bilingual High School, Sodiko ... and received a

wonderful welcome from the pupils who attend the school.  It was great to see firsthand the excellent

work being done with the valuable support of Building Schools for Africa. 

  

The crisis will remain a priority for me and my departments and I wish you all the best with your activities.”
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